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What job is he doing? What skills 
does he need to use?

When does he do this job? 
Who does he do this job with? 

What might make employment 
worthwhile to him? 



Where will she live? 
What will she do in her leisure 

time?
How will she care for herself?

Friendships and relationships? 





üEqual partner

üPowerful 
advocate 

üInformed, active 
participant in 
planning and 
monitoring 



What is an Individualized 
Education Program?

An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is a written statement of the educational program designed to meet a child's individual needs. Every child who receives special 
education services must have an IEP.

The IEP has two general purposes:

(1) to set reasonable learning goals for your child; 
and

(2) to state the services that the school district will 
provide for your child.





Future plans and 
aspirations of 

student and parent

Strengths, interests, and learning styles of 
student

Academic, functional and personal needs of 
student









Independent
living

Further 
education

Employment



Present levels of academic achievement and functional 
performance

Annual goals 
and Objectives

Measuring progress 
and review

Special education and related 
services to be provided

Participation in state and district-wide 
assessments

Participation with 
nondisabled 

children

Dates and 
location

Transition 
services



Present levels of academic achievement 
and functional performance



Present levels of 
academic 

achievement and 
functional 

performance

Academic and 
functional 

needs and goals

WARNING



Expressive language

Planning/organizing

Self –regulation

Concept formation

Leisure and play

Interfering 
behaviors 

Receptive language

Making inferences

Motor movements

Social thinking

Peer interaction

Initiate actions

Safety

Identify  emotions

Cognitive flexibility

Sensory challenges

Rote Memory

Working Memory

Decision making

Personal hygiene





Annual Goals

Global:

Functional:

Relevant:

Developmental:





Repetitive, 
Restricted 
Behaviour

Social 
Communication

Independence
Autonomy

Organizational 
skills

Sensory 
Challenges

Cognitive 
Differences Leisure 

and play 
skills



Special education and related services to be 
provided.

Communication 
Device

Modifications
Assistive 

TechnologyAdaptations

Accommodations

What is needed to build strengths and correct 
or develop areas of weakness?



Participation with nondisabled 
children

How much of the school day will your child be educated 
separately from non-disabled children or not participate in 
extracurricular or other non-academic activities such as lunch 
or clubs? 



Participation in state and district-wide 
assessments.

The IEP team must decide what modifications your child needs and 
list them in the IEP. If your child will not be taking these tests but will 
take an alternate assessment, the IEP must include a statement as 
to why the tests are not appropriate for your child and how your 
child will be tested instead.



When 
services and 
modifications 
will begin?

How often 
they will be 
provided?

Where they 
will be 
provided?

How long 
they will last?

The IEP Must State Dates and Locations:



Transition services





KNOW  your state special 
education regulations. 

Put all requests and 
communication in 

writing.

Know your child 
well.

Prepare, organize  
and participate.







Build relationships



Bring in the village!



Building Relationship





Maintain Optimism



Be someone you would 
WANT to work with



What attitude are you modeling?
Is the child learning anger? Hostility? 

Resentment? Fear? Blame?

Is the child learning hope? Persistence? 
Faith? Optimism? Collaboration?







A well planned, consistently implemented IEP that matches a student’s 
unique skills, abilities and areas of need will give the student the tracks to run 
on throughout his educational career. It will help to nurture and develop a 
young adult who is happy with himself, is able to contribute to his community 
and foster healthy relationships and hobbies. 



• www.autismaspirations.com

• http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/iep.faqs.htm

• http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/autism.index.htm

• https://www.autismspeaks.org/sites/default/files/gp_iep_guide.pdf

Click here for a list of the contact information for each state's Protection and 
Advocacy Agencies.

• http://www.ndrn.org/images/Documents/Media/PA_CAP_LIST_2015.pdf

• http://www.autism-society.org/living-with-autism/autism-through-the-
lifespan/school-age/educational-mandates/individualized-education-plan-iep/


